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piring and asp y  hope,
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SAFEGUARDING
OSTATEMENT

“ St (Gerard’s Ca tholic /D r/mary and
/\/ursefg Schoolis committed to
5afcguara//hg and /oromot/}?g the welfare of
children and young /oeo/o/e and cxloecfs all
statf and volunteers to share this

commitment”.

SAFEGUARDING
PARTNERSHIP



“f:or where two or three are gathcrcd in my name, l am there among them?

(Matt['\cw I 8:20)

At St Gerard’s (Catholic Frimarg and Nurserg School, we believe that (Christian

worship in a (Catholic schoolis concerned with giving glory, honour, praise and
thanks to (God. (Catholic prayer and liturgy is always Christological (centred on
(Christ) and T rinitarian (we pray to the [Father through the Son in the [oly
Spirit). The prayer and liturgy that takes Placc at our school forms part of the life
of prayer and liturgy of the whole (Church, but is celebrated in an appropriate

manner For t]ﬂe cducationa] setting.

T oensure that Jesus Christis at the centre of our (Catholic school, prayer and
liturgy is at the heart of our community. |t is integral to the spiritual life of our
school and helps to develop pupils morally and spiritually. As our community is
inclusive of people who are not (Catholic or Christians, we have a unique
opportunity to authentically present our tradition of (atholic prayer and liturgy,

whilst at the same time Provic]ing a welcoming environment for all Pupi]s and staff.

Within our schoo!, prayer and ]iturgy is cxPericnced in many forms such as:

Classroom worship

- Keg stage worship

- Whole school worship

Classroom Pragcr



- Meditation
- Assemb]ies
- Masses

[~ ach form of prayer and ]iturgy will have its own character, dcpendent on the

circumstances, size and age of the group, the Placc of celebration, and its content.

Participation

To Participate ‘Fullg’, individuals engage ’cl”\rough boclg, mind, and sPirit, and
aPPreciatc that the whole gathcred community is involved on an individual level. To
Par’cicipate ‘consciousl}j’, individuals have an aPPreciation of the meaning, of what is
happening and has a g!impse into the mystery, therefore worshiP should be
aPProPria’ce to the Participant’s age and dcvelopment. To Participate ‘activc!g’
means to enter the wors}';iP with an openness to C]od’s grace, so that the
encounter can changc us and have a direct imPact on the way we live our lives in the

future.

Fragcr

Prayeris an opportunity for us to lift our hearts and minds to (God. (Communal
prayer forms an essential dimension of life in our school and staff and pupils are
invited to recognise (3od’s action in their life and the life of the school. Communal
prayer takes place at key points in the school day including lunch time and the end
of the school day. Prayeris also offered to staff and governors regularly. Praying
and celebrating together provides staff with an opportunity to deepen their own

live sPirituang and experience arange of prayer.



Worshig

[n a Catholic school, Religious [~ ducation is the core of the curriculum.
Furthermore, each member of the community is strengthened by the school’s
prayer and liturgy, particularly by the word of (God and the [~ ucharist. T he parish
priest plays an important role in supporting the spiritual life of the school, in the

celebration of the liturgg and its Preparation, and in Forging links with the wider

Churclﬁ.

A” adults, regarcﬂcss of their religious backgrouncl, are able to draw upon their
experience and talents to enhance the Preparation and celebration of worship.
Within the classroom, adults facilitate prayer and ]iturgg for Pupils and teach

children how to meanir\gguug Participate in order to grow in faith.

Worship is an integral part of school life and it gives children the opportunity to live
the faith. Prayer and liturgy is an essential part of daily classroom life and
stimulating and engaging methods are used to participate in a way that is suitable
for them. When gathering for worship, children gather in classes, key stages and as
a whole school. During worship, children are encouraged to be responsible,
resourceful, reflective and reciprocal. A range of strategies are used such as music,
singing, individual prayer and collective prayer. T here are also opportunities for

sti”ness, silence, reflection and reverence. A” worship follows the structure of

(Hather, | isten, Respond and (Go [Torth, as instructed bg the Archdiocese of

Livcrpool.



FPupils of various ages and abilities take an active role in organising and leading
prayer and liturgy in a meaningful and age-appropriate way. | here is progression
in children’s participation and contribution to leading worship from . YT"S to
Year 6. [For example, in L YFS and KS1, children may set up the focus table
and choose hymns whereas in upper key stage 2, children may plan all stages of

WOrshiP.

C elebration of the word

Tl‘nis term is used for celebrations which are created for the school community and
not taken c}irectlg from the liturgica] books of the Cl’\urch A common element is
the Proclamation of scripture and these include assemblies, carol services and
gatherings for special times and occasions. (_elebrations may draw upon elements
of the !iturgg such as its texts, symbols and gestures, to reinforce its (_atholic

nature, however these may be used more creatively.

Kcsponsibilitics

Within maintained schools, there is a legal requirement for an act of collective
worship to take place daily. T he governors of the school are legally required to
ensure that collective worship is provided and is in accordance with the trust deed
or religious designation of the school. The headteacher is ultimately responsible
for the implementation of the prayer and liturgy policy agreed by the governing
body. T his is done by having oversight of prayer and liturgy in the school, and
ensuring it is understood as central to the school’s unique mission. T hey will do this
in collaboration with the RFE_/Frayer and | iturgy Coordinator. [t is important for

those involved in the leac{ership of Frayer and Liturgy to model goocl Practice and



ensure that it is well organised, led, monitored and evaluated. T hey should also
provide relevant support and resources for staff and pupils where required.
(oordinators are expected to keep updated with the best practice and ongoing
formation through contact with diocesan advisors and others. T hey are also
responsible for keeping parents and carers informed about the prayer and liturgical
life of the school, including key events. T hrough the school website and other
media, they can provide resources to help parents and carers to make links at home

with prayer and liturgg) and so help to build up the domestic church.

Resources

Staff have access to a wide range of resources to support high quality worship
each day. All classes are highly resourced to create enriching focus tables that
enhance worship. [rayer and liturgy is resourced through artefacts, candles, cloths,
statues, bibles and other religious books. A range of resources from Cafod,
Mission T ogether and Mission are also used. | o support with planning and
delivery, teachers also use resources provided by the coordinator. T his includes

guidance which contains suggestecl themes, scripture, feast c’ays and prayers.
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