


Today many people in 

England are celebrating 

St. George’s Day.            

But who was St. George? 



There is a lot written about St. George.   

Some of it is fact, but some is fiction. 

Let’s start with what is believed          

to be fact… 



George was NOT English.   

If fact, he never even visited England! 

George was born in Turkey about 2,000 

years ago.  His parents were Christians 

and, when he was old enough, George 

joined the Roman army (his dad was 

already serving in the Roman army). 



George was an excellent soldier and 

was chosen to protect the emperor, 

Emperor Diocletian. 



Emperor Diocletian was not a 

Christian, in fact he hated Christians!  

He ordered that any Christians within 

the Roman army should be killed! 



George disagreed with the emperor 

and told him that he was, himself, a 

Christian.  The emperor didn’t want 

to lose one of his best soldiers and 

tried to convince George to stop 

being a Christian.  He even offered 

him land and money! 



Time and time again, George refused 

the emperor’s offers, saying that his 

Christian faith was too important to 

him. 

 

Eventually Diocletian lost patience 

and had George beheaded on        

23rd April 303. 



Christians were so proud of George’s 

bravery that he was made a saint. 

They built churches in 

his honour and George’s 

story was used to 

demonstrate the power 

of faith and to convince 

others to become 

Christians. 



    

  
 

  After he died, George was called 
Saint George, which is a  name 

given to some Christians to show 
they are  special. All over the 

world  churches were built and 
named after him. When English 

soldiers went to fight in different 
countries they heard about Saint 
George. They wore red crosses 
on their clothes and shields and 

called it the cross of Saint 
George.   

  
 



    

  
 

Over a thousand years ago 
The King of England, 

Edward the third ordered 
that Saint George should 
be the special Saint for 

England. He had a church 
built near his castle. The 
Queen still uses it today.  

  
 



    

  
 



So those were the facts… 

Now for the fiction… 



    

  
 

Stories began to be 
told about Saint 

George. These stories 
were not true but some 
people believed them.  

 
  
 



Long ago in Turkey lived a soldier called George. 



He sailed across the sea to a land called Libya. 



When he got there a man told him that his village 

was being terrorised by a dragon.  Each day they 

had to feed a maiden to the dragon, and now only 

the king’s daughter was left. 



George was a brave soldier.  He said that he would 

kill the dragon and save the princess and the village. 



He threw his spear at the dragon, but it hit his tough 

scales and broke in two. 



The dragon was furious and knocked George onto 

the ground! 



George tried to stab the dragon with his sword but, 

again, the scales were too tough. 



George escaped and ran behind a tree.  The dragon 

breathed fire at George, but his shield protected 

him. 



George leapt from behind the tree.  As the dragon 

took another breath to breathe out fire, George 

stuck his sword between his ribs.  The dragon was 

dead! 



The village was saved!  George married the princess 

and they lived happily ever after. 



As exciting as this story is, it is only 

a legend. 

Dragons were often used 

in stories to represent 

evil.  So this story could 

represent George’s 

battle with Emperor 

Diocletian. 





Whatever the origins of the story, 

George was a brave man who stood 

up for what he believed in. 

Maybe that is why so many people 

remember him today and celebrate 

St. George’s Day. 



There are people in the UK and all 

around the world helping each other 

and showing courage. 









Tiger playing in Thailand 















Being brave is a lot like faith 
How do we prepare ourselves for the 

fight? Do we rely on our own strength? 

No. Instead, we need to obey Ephesians 

6:10 and “be strong in the Lord and 

in His mighty power” (emphasis mine). 

He will never leave us or forsake us 

(Joshua 1:5). His presence is what makes 

us brave. 

 

 

 



The question is: What do we do 

when we’re afraid? 
 

The Scriptures offer the same suggestion in a number of 

places: 

 

“When I am afraid, I will trust in you” (Psalm 56:3). 

 

“…in God I trust; I will not be afraid” (Psalm 56:4). 

 

“I will trust and not be afraid” (Isaiah 12:2). 

 

Brave and faith go hand in hand. In order to trust and 

have faith, we need to be brave. And in order to be brave, 

we need to trust in God and have faith in Him, His 

presence, and His power. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=enaRNnEzwi4

